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REPORT 


SELECTMEN OF WESTON. 


THE Selectmen of the Town of Weston submit the following 
report for the year ending March 8d, 1878, with their estimate 
of expenditures for the ensuing year. | 

Agreeably to the vote of the town, the road between the house 
of Mrs. Ellis and the Railroad Station has been widened and 
graded, the hills cut to 2} degree rise, at an expense of $1,600. 
Owing to the horse disease that prevailed, and also the freezing ° 
of the ground early in December, we were unable to finish the 
culverts necessary to be made, and also a piece of wall to serve 
instead of a railing. To fulfil the agreement we made with Mr. 
Sibley, for gravel used, -the town is under obligation to finish 
this work. 

On the South Road we have caused the hill near the house of 
Abijah Coburn to be widened, graded, and cut to a three degree 
rise, much to the satisfaction of the travelling public. 

The ledge near the house of F. A. Bush has been blasted, and 
the road widened sufficiently for the public travel. 

The ledge on the hill, near the house of Mr. Morse, is not 
finished, neither the gutters on the hill near the house of Abijah - 
Coburn. It will cost nearly $150 to finish this work. Of the 
$1,500 granted for this purpose, $1,350 have been expended.. 

We would call your attention to the road between the houses 
of Mr. Edwin Hobbs and Mr. George W. Cutting, which is quite 
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out of repair, and needs to be graded and crowned a large por- 
tion of the way. We would suggest an extra grant of $1,500 
for this purpose. ; 
We refer you to the Treasurer’s report, which will contain, in 
detail, all the items of Receipts and Expenditures, and will show 
the exact state of the finances of the town. 
For the ensuing year we would recommend grants as follows :— 


For Schools, . . : : 2 . $8,200 
“ Highways, : Seaehe . F808 
“¢ Poor and incidentals, . ; : 3,500 


$8,500 


With such grants and appropriations as the town may deem 
expedient for extra road repairs and payment of the town debt. 


Respectfully submitted by 


EDWARD COBURN, ) Selectmen 
GEORGE W. DUNN, of 
BENJ. F. CUTTER, Weston. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


—-—- &- 


THE Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Weston submit to 
the town the report of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Pau- 
per Establishment for the year ending March 3d, 1878. 


- RECEIPTS. 

Cash received from sale of cows, . ; i $1695 90 
se re ‘¢ calves, 4 ; 5 73 25 
he as «¢  . *% “notatoes, 4 ‘ 187 465 
‘é es Bi iene DAs oi) ‘ : ' 37 76 
as Ay ss wood, .. f i 67 88 
3 dy Peer TOK, “y”. : : . 1,038 32 
“ . Be er mek les, : : 197 83 
<: a pce uSsporky &. ; , 48 57 
66 6¢ ee 66 eggs . . . ! 6 00 
be i from labor of ee } : 84 52 


“ ““ ‘© Richard French, due on horse, P 15 00 
‘“ «6 “¢ Cooper Garfield, in part pay- 


ment for board and clothing, . 96 00 
& “¢ “ Treasurer, : ; , ; 349 91 
$2,322 39 
EXPENDITURES. 
Cash paid Henry Wheeler, Superintendent, 1 month, $25 00 
£2 ae 320 83 
a Henry A. Wheeler, seven months’ labor, 175 00 
g corn, oats and meal, yj. j : ) 262 10 


es meee 


Amount carried forward, $782 93 
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Amount brought forward, 


Cash paid brewer’s grains and sprouts, . 


66 


cows, 

labor, ; 

meat and fish, : 
blacksmith and wheelwright, 
dry goods, meee a shoes and clothing, 
repairs, 

coal, 

grass seed, 

pasturing cows, 

manure, 

flour, butter and groceries, 
medical attendance, 

various items for the farm, 


City of Lawrence, on account of Joseph 


Faybern, : 
assistance rendered Mrs. Wm. ‘Harrington, 
Overseers, for services, 


$782 
214 


i 
30 
45 


93 - 
47 
00 
99 
64 
58 
83 
68 
96 
Td 
00 
53 
36 
50 
05 


12 
00 
00 


$2,329 


39 


The number of inmates remain the same as last year, viz. :—. 
Cooper Garfield, aged 97 years, eight months; John Stimson, 
84 years; Thomas Farwell, 67 years ; William Patch, 54 years ; 


Frank B. Nelson, 16 years. 


Ninety-five travellers have been 


furnished with food and lodging the past year, and one has been 
sent to the State Almshouse at Tewksbury. We feel free to say 
that under the supervision of our present Superintendent, the in- 
mates receive as good care and attention as aged parents usually 
receive under the protection of their own children. 
the establishment about $425 for milk at the present time. 


Respectfully submitted by 


EDWARD COBURN, 
GEORGE W. DUNN, 
BENJ. F. CUTTER, 


Overseers 


of 


There is due 


the Poor. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


& 


THE undersigned, Treasurer of Weston, herewith submits his 
account of Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending this 
day. Horace Hews. 


Weston, Marce 15, 1873. 


eee 


Balancerin the Treasury, F ; : : s» $753 65 
John Coburn, rent of Town Hall, 7 : ; : ¢ ; 56 00 
George W. Cutting, weighing fees, : j : ; : 26 95 
Burial lots sold, ; ; ‘ 6 50 
County of Middlesex, on account of Dog Licenses, < : : 168 36 
State of Massachusetts, on account of School Fund, . 2 : 13H 42 
pad és in settlement of accounts, . : ’ 1 93 

oJ aa - State Aid refunded, . ; : : 232 50 

Ce aac i Corporation Tax, , P ; Ay} 3, 26% 70 
Estate of Ichabod Peirce, ‘ : ¥ ; . 1,000 00 
Waitham National Bank, momnporary loans, ; : ; . 6,300 00 
Marshall Hews, ; : 3 , 850 00 
Horace Hews, a 2 j : ; 300 00 
" Collector, Taxes of 1872, : : : Sd CAPS ERS. 

& x ‘18.41, 4 ; 6 f 526 60 

ce mg oy LS 70, : 10 52 

" gabon lols be 2 '—betterments, : : 13 20 
$25,913 13 


Schedule of Expenditures. 


FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Paid School Committee, . : } : : ; ‘ . $3,322 00 
{For items of Expenditure, see Report of School Committee. ] 
FOR SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Paid Overseers of Poor, . : ; : : : : Jy eee aE 


{For items of Expenditure, see Report of Overseers of Poor, } 


») 
= 
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FOR REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


District Ne: a3 $445 03 
bh 2: 380 00 
bs 6 erat 150 00 
vs tee 337 71 
os ob pas 296 00 
“ cae: 179 00 
$1,787 74 
FOR EXTRA REPAIRS OF ROADS. 

George W. Dunn, excavating and grading between the house 
of Mrs. Ellis and Stony Brook, : : F . $1,675 00 

Benjamin F. Cutter, excavating and grading between the 
houses of Charles Morse and F. min Bush, ; é +» + 1,850 00 
Thomas Hadley, blasting rock near house of J. B. Case, , ‘ 35 00 
Luther S. Upham, relaying culvert, _ : . , P 31 00 
to gerte 4 wall, 3 . ‘ «i ait ; 10 00 
Edward Coburn, railing road, : : : : ; , 9 00 
George W. Dunn, repairing road, : - ‘ : : ‘ 5 00 
$3,115 00 


FOR BREAKING OUT ROADS. 


George W. Dunn, . ; : ‘ : ‘ , : ° $27 00 
Samuel F. Clark, : : : ‘ ; , ; » Seg 20 


F. A. Caswell, ; ; ; : : : ’ : ; 75 50 
Ai S? Fiske, .. ; : ‘ { ‘ : + + hue : 43 60 
J. W. Harrington, . : : ‘ ; ‘ : ; : 12 60 
Increase Leadbetter, f : ° ; d ‘ ‘ ; 20 00 
Luther S. Upham, ; : ‘ : , 7 , ‘ 51 80 
William Seaverns, Jr. : ; : ‘ ‘ : é ‘ 34 70 
John Dunn, : ; é ; “ j : . ‘ 2 00 

$312 40 


CARE AND REPAIRS OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Abijah Gregory, painting Lae gansta Nos.1land6,  . - $291 51 


School Committee, repairing * : 4 : : : 65 62 
i care of school- rooms: A : , 113 00 
Fe ee books and items furnished schools, : : 100 00 
# af carpet and stove for High-School room, 28 00 
oh a clock and items for school-house, District 5, 8 40 
S sh articles furnished eps 3 3 . 4 95 
Fuel, ; 7 : ; : 287 25 
E. Hobbs, cleaning Schoor Sidota: District 1, age.” : : 5 00 
W. G. Shattuck, school furniture,  . ; : ; , 10 17 
George W. Cutting & Son, items for schools, ; : a P 49 17 
R. J. “French, sawing and splitting wood, : ‘ ~ * 14006 
G. W. Dunn, repairing pump and splitting wood, ; ; / 7 00 
Henry W. Day, labor at school-house, —.. Reps iA ‘ 11 00 
Michael McCabe, “ * a“ No.4, . : ? : 9 00 


$1,004 07 
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; FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

Town Reports, : : : 4 ‘ ; ‘ - $82 85 
Nathaniel L. Sibley, gravel, : 150 00 
ae labor on gateway and fences,—work done 

in 1871, : : : : ‘ : 125 00 
Town Library, ; : : ; : : : , 164 89 
Returning deaths, 1871, ; : : ‘ ; : : , 1 40 
Load of cedars, 3 00 
Distributing Town Reports and expressage, : 4 55 
John Coburn, blank book and paper for i orery: ; ‘ 8 94 
C. C. McLaughlin, re-binding ean . ; , ; 8 00 
Town of Lincoln, ‘tax, ; ’ : . ; 8 35 
J. H. Curtis, surveying, . : , , ‘ ‘ : 14 00 
W. B. Knapp, exchange of stoves, ; : 7 50 
Edwin’ Baxter, services as constable for 1870 ded 1871, He has 38 25 00 
F. A. Caswell, grading front of Town House, . ‘ A ‘ 16 50 
Daniel Smith, two posting boxes, .. : : : 8 00 
Samuel Patch, Jr., repairs on Town Howes : ‘ : , #22 65 
WIG. Shattuck, desk for Town Hall ; ; ; : : 18 50 
John Southwick, vaccinating North part of town, . : : 100 00 
O. R. Hall, * UNCUT gait ade le ; Piet: 100 00 
Quincy Fire Insurance Co.—assessment . : é ; : 42 00 
D. Smith, guide boards, . ; : : : 3 25 
E. Coburn, postage stamps and paper, : 2 80 
G:: W: Cutting & Son, items for Town Hall and Library, ; 12 58 
A. S. Fiske, services as constable, . : 111-95 
‘: “_ stationery, expressage and postage for Assessors, . 5 50 
Theodore Jones, painting guide boards, . : ; : " 12 00 
Ringing bell, . : : ; , ; : ee 1: ; 1 50 
Returning deaths, Ra ey Ns ; j ‘ : ; ; 1 40 
Jobn Coburn, care of Town Hall, : : : ‘ : 42 25 
Library Committee, expenses purchasing books, : : ; 6 00 
H. Hews, postage stamps, ep eonety and items, y , ; 6 92 
Burial Grounds, ; ; ; 4 : ; : 82 98 
Wood for Town Hall, : ; : : 4 : : ; 53 00 
$1,103 21 

FOR STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 
State Tax, ; , , ; ; ‘ : 3 ‘ . $1,740 00 
County Tax, . ‘ ; , i . : F : - 1,008 97 
$2,748 97 

FOR LOANS AND INTEREST. 

Waltham National Bank, loans, : : p : : - $8,300 00 
Marshall Hews, loan, 5 : ‘ ; : ‘ 850 00 
pundey persons and Institutions, interest, ; , ; - 1,288 46 


oe 


$10,438 46 
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FOR SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Edwin Hobbs, superintending schools, $50 00 
A. F. Benson, ot 50 00 
George W. Dunn, “ . 50 00 
Edward Coburn, Selectman, 40 00 
George W. Dunn, 25 00 
Benj. F. Cutter, & 25 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, Assessor, 75 00 
Edwin Hobbs, a 36 00 
Samuel F. Clarke, ‘“ 36 00 
John Coburn, Librarian, 100 00 
George W. Cutting, Town Clerk, 53 69 
Horace Hews, Treasurer and Collector, 175 00 
$715 69 

FOR STATE AID. 
Paid Selectmen’s orders, to be reimbursed by the State, $176 00 

FOR DISCOUNTS. 
Discounts on Taxes paid Oct. 15, and prior to that date, . $569 69 
- Ser Or Oct. 16th to Jan. 1st., inclusive, 59 29 
$628 98 
FOR ABATEMENTS. 
Abatement of Taxes, 1870, : $4 00 
a i ee LO ks " 7 60 
“e oe Xe 1872, 151 00 
$162 60 
SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES. 
Town purposes, $12,474 48 
Town Debt, 700 00 
State Tax, 1,740 00 
County Tax, . 1,008 97 
Discounts and abatements, 791 58 
Temporary Loans, 9,150 00 
$25,865 03 
Balance in the Treasury, 48 10° 
$25,913 13 
DEBT OF THE TOWN. 

Bonds of the Town, due May 1, 1873, - $8,450 00 
Weston Town Library, ; 1,300 00 
Estate of A. H. Fiske, 8,500 00 
Amount carried forward, $13,250 00 
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Amount brought forward, 


Theodore Jones, Trustee, : 
Waltham National Bank, temporary loan, 
Fund, for the silent poor, : 
Horace Hews, temporary loan, 


TAXES UNCOLLECTED. 


Taxes for 1871, 
66 66 1872, 


AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


$13,250 00 


1,000 00 
3,000 00 
1,000 00 

300 00 


$18,550 00 


$481 35 


We, the subscribers, Seletmen of Weston, have examined the foregoing 


account, and find the same well vouched and correctly cast. 


EDWARD COBURN, 
GEORGE W. DUNN, 
BENJ. F. CUTTER, 


Weston, Marcu 15, 1873. 


Selectmen 


of 


Weston. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


LIBRARY COMMITTER. 


————- 


Durin@ the past year, one hundred and eighty-two volumes have 
been added to the Library by purchase and fifty-three by donation, 
making two hundred and thirty-five volumes in all. In their se- 
lection of books the Committee have endeavored to procure a large 
proportion of works of permanent value, and such as shall enable 
those who use the library to acquaint themselves with the most 
advanced thought and latest discovery, especially in the depart- 
ments of science, travel and history. Works in which science is 
popularized and its latest discoveries brought down to the compre- 
hension of common readers, we deem essential at the present time, 
when there is a depth and keenness of research and by improved 
methods unparalleled by those of any preceding age, In this de- 
partment the works of the Duke of Argyll, of Proctor and Huxley, 
prepared especially for popular reading, are exceedingly valuable. 
These, with the ‘‘ Wonder Series,” have been added, most of them 
during the past year. In the department of history several works 
of much value and indispensable to every young person who means 
to be qualified for the intelligent exercise of the rights of citizen- 
ship, have been placed in the library. .Draper’s ‘ Civil War,” 
and Stephens’s “* War between the States,” give the view from 


15 


both sides of our late conflict; and Frothingham’s “ Rise of the 
Republic” will be found an important treatise introductory to an 
intelligent reading of American history. Froude’s England, com- 
plete, has now been purchased, which, with all its faults, must be 
read by every one who desires to be disabused of manifold popu- 
lar errors touching the history of England. It is a very readable 
book and has the charm of romance to those who love history. 
In the department of Fiction about fifty-five volumes have been 
added, many of them by donation ; and several works in the Ju- 
venile department, to which we have given special attention for 
the benefit of young readers, come properly under the same head. 
Good novels of the class of Macdonald’s,*Mrs. Whitney’s and 
George Hlliott’s, we consider of permanent value and excellent 
moral influence. ‘Those merely sensational we: think should be 
avoided as ministering to a mental intoxication which ends in both 
moral and intellectual weakness. In the important department of 
Biography the readers of the library will find some recent works 
of exceeding interest. 

The Committee deemed it important that some work mainly for 
reference should be in the library, which should furnish facilities 
for more detailed information upon topics which constantly occur 
in a course of general reading. ‘To this end they have purchased 
and placed in*the library, Chambers’ Encyclopedia, an extensive 
work in ten volumes and a library in itself. The Committee re-_ 
commend that it be kept in the library room for free use and con- 
sultation there, without being taken from the room. 

The library now contains about 3400 volumes. It is largely 
used, and we have reason to believe is an important instrumental- 
ity in the diffusion of intelligence and the work of moral and intel- 
lectual culture. We earnestly recommend to the younger readers 


whose wants we have specially in view in the selection of books, 
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to mark out for themselves plans of reading which shall have 
reference to the work of life which is before them, which shall 
make reading the means of a higher culture, of a stronger man- 
hood and womanhood, and not the mere amusement of the hour. 
The number of drafts from the library during the year is 5712. 
We take pleasure in acknowledging a donation of one hundred 
dollars from Charles H. Fiske, Esq., which has been added to the 
permanent library fund. We acknowledge also the reception of 


books and pamphlets from the following donors :— 


C. H. Fiske, Esq., Mrs. C. Merriam, 

Hon. Charles Sumner, H. B. Stratton, Esq. 

Hon. G. M. Brodks, Hon. J. Eaton, 

Col. D. &. Lamson, Miss M. L. Huntley, 

G. P. Bradford, Esq., The Am. Unitarian Asso. 
EDMUND H. SEARS, 
JOHN COBURN, Library 
O. R. ROBBINS, Committee. 


Weston, March 11, 18738. 


REPORT 


OF 


LIBRARY TREASURER. 


ae 


HorAcE Hews in account with the WESTON Town LIBRARY. 


DR. 
Balance in Treasury, March 15, 1872, 
From Town Treasury, 
Interest from Library Fund, 


Received of Librarian, fines, 


CR. 
Noyes, Holmes & Co., for books, 
W. H. Piper,’ a) 6s 
D. ©. Oolesworthy, “ « 


Expressage, 


Balance in Treasury, 


HORACE HEWS, 


$33.49 
164.89 
78.00 
2.10 


$978.48 


$291.26 
27.00 
9.00 
2.10 
19.12 


—E———EE 


$278.48 


Treasurer. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


THE amount of money raised by taxation, and appropriated for 
the support of schools, will not vary much from $4,575.00. Of 
this sum, $3,321.00 have been paid to teachers; $110 for 
the care of rooms and fires; $284 for fuel; $291.51 for painting 
houses ; the remainder has been appropriated to defray incidental 
expenses. ‘The amount received from the Massachusetts School 
Fund was $137.42. For the detail of expenses, the reader is 
referred to the Report of the Treasurer. 

The following table shows the attendance of scholars in each of 
the schools :— 


3 3 |S [lt silo. 

The first column shows the number) ¢ | & 28 Cena 
of different scholars that have attended 3 | < | 84 g 2/32 
each school during the year. 315 | 2s aoe 
In District No.1, . : : 43) 26; 80; 1) 171 
<o'd) ae n Sae eae eens : 28} 16, 89) ea 
KEN tahad alekia tte 16} 11; 84 0 | 117 
ea oh bern IS i 47; 85} 89) 1 | 259 
02 Vc Nb Soa aha ly SEP 19} 12) 95) O07; 18 
ieee se hse «eae Sn ‘ 24, 17; 90) 2) 57 
“¢ High School, , 58) 42) 87; 1) 111 


bo 
co 
On 
Et 
on 
Je) 
ve) 
oO 
or 
oe) 
o 
—) 
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The Registers show that while 235 different scholars have been 
in the schools during the year, only 159, on an average, have 
been in daily attendance. 


The number of scholars ae school under five years 


of age, was. : : ‘ ; i 5) 
The number over fifteen years, . 28 
The number of persons in the town on ie first of May, 

1872, betwen five and fifteen years of age, was. Meh kes Kal, 


A list of teachers who have been in the schools during the 
year :— 
Mr. J. H. Larry, Principal, 


Hi : 
Miss ANNIE O. Cosurn, Assistant, igh School 


Lizzin 8. Copurn, Spring Term, in District No. 1. 
S. Lizziz Eaton, Fall . Ohi tl as 
GrorciIA C. Tucker, Winter “ aS rar ks 
ABBIE C. FISKE, | ‘ bei uratesy coreg 
Fannik I. WHEELER, cha bah Aarts 
Joan L. WISWELL, Spring Term, areas ee: 
Marrua EK. FIskez, Fall & Winter T. “ % a 
Lizzin J. VILES, a bs 
Appi L. Brown, Pplingew, Da Laue 8 aan Us 
Erra LIVERMORE, 6 


66 6< aa 
Etta A. Exms, Winter Term, 
The following are the teachers engaged for the next term, if 
no longer :— 


Mr. Ext E. Fox, Principal, 


Lees 
Anntz ©. Cosurn, Assistant, § High School. 


Grora@ra C. TUCKER, in District No. 1. 
ABBIE C. FISKE, i 5s hp 
FANNIE I. WHEELER, fe i Sa ah 
Martua E. Fiske, BS ch iS 
Lizzin J. VILEs, 3 ue Saheehe 
Evia A. Exms, és ‘s sey Uy. 
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The generous sum placed at the disposal of the Committee for — 
the support of schools, shows the interest felt by the citizens in 
the subject of popular education. And we are happy to record 
_ that this interest is increasing, and seems to pledge the future 
success of our schools. ‘The funds placed at our disposal the past 
year, enabled us to keep in successful operation all the schools in 
town thirty-seven weeks. It may be necessary, in the future, to 
increase the appropriation for this object; but we are confident 
that when that time shall come, the people will be found ready to 
respond to any demand in the interests of education. We know 
of no pecuniary investment which pays such princely revenues as 
money expended for the evolution of brain-power. 


Supervision. None except those who have had the experience, 
realize how difficult it is to approximate the ideal school. Fre- 
quently it is impossible to secure teachers who,.in the judgment 
of the Committee, are qualified to instruct and discipline the 
young, and those whose fitness is doubtful have to be taken from 
want of more competent ones, and the inexperienced have to be 
accepted in place of the tried and faithful. Were there no poor 
teachers, there would be fewer failures ; yet, with first class teach- - 
ers, progress may not be as rapid as may be desirable; for a suc- 
cessful school is made up of a multitude of little things. So far 
as is advisable, the Committee employ graduates from our own 
High School as teachers, in order to encourage as many as pos- 
sible to accomplish the full course prescribed in this school. The 
most of these have made successful teachers. , 


Progress. With a few exceptions, the schools for the past 
year have made uninterrupted progress. ‘The examinations with 
which the school year has just closed, showed that a large amount 
of earnest, patient effort had been put forth by the teachers, and 
that this effort had not been expended in vain. We think it is 
our duty to say that the proficiency made in the various studies 
prescribed, has never been more gratifying. There has been 
manifest more thoroughness in drill, than in some previous years. 
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The improvement in writing, especially during the last term, has 
been very marked. The Committee recommended to the schools, 
that the scholars provide themselves with new books at the begin- 
ning of each term, and fill, as nearly as possible, one book during 
the term. This suggestion has been very generally followed out, 
and the result has been a set of books, in point of neatness and 
mechanical skill, above the ordinary type of writing-books. ‘To a 
more rapid advancement in general, serious obstacles oppose them- 
selves. Some of these obstacles, we know of no way of removing ; 
and others will gradually disappear, as the laws of the human 
mind are better understood by educators and authors of text- 
books. The great disparity between the mental capacities of those 
in the same school, and in the same class, is an insuperable bar- 
rier to a much more rapid improvement in general. Classifica- 
tion, based on mental capacity, while it would offer a speedier 
march to some scholars, would doom others to a slower pace 
than is now being taken. ‘Tasks must, necessarily, be graduated 
to the average capacity of classes, in consequence of which, some 
will be hindered while others may be hastened on. 

Another hinderance to more rapid progress is found in the 
super-abundance of matter contained in text-books. Many of 
these books contain a mass of rules and facts which overburdens 
the memory, and tends to enervate rather than to stimulate and 
develope the mental powers. ‘The memory, like other faculties of 
the mind, may be overworked. A mind completely disciplined is 
one, all of whose faculties have been equally developed; hence, 
the system of teaching demanded, is that which calls into exercise 
all the powers of the brain. But as it now is, the strain upon the 
memory is too severe. For instance, the geographies now in use 
are crowded with names of rivers, islands, capes and bays of no 
importance to scholars in New England, because they will seldom, 
if ever, be seen in print, except in the text-books. And. the 
places they stand for, will be visited alone by the most daring 
mariner or the ambitious explorer. Many of these names are 
foreign, requiring the best linguistic powers of the teachers to 
pronounce them. The children and youth of New England re- 
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quire a geography very different from that which is adapted to 
Siberia and Lapland. Could some oné’ give us school-books elim- 
inated from all the superfluous matter which encumbers the books 
now in use, a very serious hinderance to the progress of schools 
would be overcome. 


Music. In most.of the schools, music is receiving more or less 
attention, and the pupils are being taught to sing. In the High 
School, music has been systematically taught, by Mr. W. W. 
Keays, an efficient teacher from the Conservatory of Music, Bos- 
ton. The progress made in this art by the school, is very appa- 
rent to all who have had the pleasure of listening to théir songs. 
The advantages to be derived from the study and drill of vocal 
music,-are more than becoming a singer; they are elocutionary. 
The voice, so to speak, is harmonized and made pliant, and gives 
out its melody in reading and speaking as well as in singing. 
These advantages are very perceptible in the schools where the 
pupils are in the habit of siging. It should be regarded as a 
misfortune for a teacher not to be able to sing, and to teach 
his or her pupils to sing. It is expected that Mr. Keays will 
continue his instructions in the High School, and we hope that 
every scholar will learn to sing. 


Discipline. The discipline maintained, with a few exceptions, 
has been excellent. No severe cases have been reported to the 
Committee. Generally, scholars have obeyed the rules of school, 
from respect for the teacher and a sense of right. In several 
instances, a marked change for the better has appeared in the 
deportment of scholars, which we are pleased to note. 


School-houses. All our school-houses are now in excellent re- 
pair, and well furnished. Their cheerful appearance inside make 
them inviting places to both teachers and pupils, while their out- 
ward air and neatness elicit words of encomium from strangers. 
The necessity of erecting another house for the High School is 
doubtless apparent to all our citizens, and we need not urge the 
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matter. Still, we cannot but express the desire that measures 
may soon be taken to secure such a place for this school as is 
needed. 


Teachers. We will not extend this report, already too lengthy, 
to speak in detail of individual teachers and schools. Suffice it 
to say, there have been some failures, but, on the whole, much 
more success than failure. The old teachers, whom we have re- 
tained for the coming term, have fully maintained their former 
reputation, and the new ones, we are confident will establish 
themselves in their chosen vocation. It is well known that Mr. 
Larry, under whose direction the High School for several years 
has enjoyed marked prosperity, has resigned and gone to Hamp- 
ton, Va. ‘The vote appreciative of his labors and influence as a 
teacher, passed on the day of graduation, showed the estimation 
in which he is held by both scholars and citizens. Mr. Fox, a 
graduate from the Normal School, Bridgewater, will succeed Mr. 
Larry. ‘The brief acquaintance between Mr. Fox and the schol- 
ars is very pleasant, and seems to pledge the continued success 
of the school. 

With the present efficient corps of teachers, comfortable, attract- 
ive rooms, and appliances for instruction, we predict for our schools 
a year of much prosperity. ‘To this end, we ask for the teachers 
the practical sympathy and hearty co-operation of parents and 
citizens. 


EDWIN HOBBS, of 


ALONZO F. BENSON, ) School Com. 
GEORGE W. DUNN, Weston. 


REPORT 


ON 


BURIAL GROUNDS. 


aoe hoe 


The Committee on Burial Grounds herewith submit their An- 
nual Report. | 

The expenditures of the year have been confined to the ordi- 
nary expense required to keep the several burial grounds in as 
good order as in past years. 

Several of the few remaining unoccupied lots have been taken 
during the year, and several have been enclosed with granite 
curbstones, adding much to the good appearance of the grounds. 
_ In our last Annual Report, we called the attention of the town 
to the necessity of providing new cemetery grounds. At the 
April meeting following, the Committee, in Conjunction with ano- 
ther Committee appointed by the town for another purpose, were 
directed to make an examination of different locations in town, and 
report the result at some future town meeting. 

Several places have been examined and considered, but as yet 
no place has been decided upon. In the selection of a suitable 
place for a cemetery there are many points to be considered which 
are not apparent at first sight. 

Many places might be made suitable, and even beautiful, pro- 
vided a large amount of money was expended in the erection of 
walls and fences and gateways, and in laying out of avenues, 
grading, and planting of trees. Could these lots be disposed of 
for twenty-five or fifty dollars each, and this amount be expended 
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in beautifying the grounds, we should have no hesitancy in recom- 
mending some locations to which our attention has been called ; 
but we have feared that many of our citizens would not be able 
or willing to incur this expense, and the result would be to leave 
a large part of the grounds in a rude and unsightly condition. 
In the selection of a suitable place, we are to look for one con- 
- venient of access, of a soil as free from stones as can be, and one 
in which a reasonable outlay of time and money will make a suit- 
able resting-place for ourselves and for our children. With these 
suggestions we leave the subject with the hope of presenting a 
more full report at an early day. 
The expenditures for the year are as follows: 


Cash paid Wm. Jones for plants and care of same, . $95.00 
‘© Freeman Jennison, . : : : ; 4.25 
“~~ Horace Hews, . : : : ; erat OOS 
«© Edwin Hobbs, . : : : : 3.00 
$32.93 
. Respectfully submitted. 
EDWIN HOBBS, Buren 
ISAAC COBURN, Ground 
Committee. 
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